Sunday Sermon 05 March 2017 at Crossways Church - Hilton   
You are not immune to trouble as a Christian – Daniel Simbeye
The fact that you are a Christian does not mean you are immune to spiritual and physical attacks, tribulations, trials, setbacks, limitations, calamities, death etc.
Scripture: 1 Peter 5:9 AMP
But resist him, be firm in your faith [against his attack—rooted, established, immovable], knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being experienced by your brothers and sisters throughout the world. [You do not suffer alone.]
Bible has confirmed that even Jesus Christ the son of the Almighty God experienced tribulations. He was tempted by the enemy / devil, rejected, undermined, almost stoned, beaten/ bruised, and eventually crucified
In John 15: 18, our Lord Jesus Christ assured that “if the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated him first” 
As a born-again Christian, you are chosen out of this world, that’s why the world hates you (John 15:19) 
In   John 16: 1-4, we are reminded of what Jesus gave to His followers which applies to today’s believers:
Vs 1 "These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be made to stumble. 
Vs 2 They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God service. 
Vs 3 And these things they will do to you because they have not known the Father nor Me. × References for John 16:3 
· Footnotes

Vs 4 But these things I have told you, that when the time comes, you may remember that I told you of them. And these things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you. 
Vs 33 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." Our Lord Jesus Christ has overcome the world. 
Jesus speaks of the assured victory for the battle against our enemy / challenges of your life.
Jesus is the reason why we should take courage and be of good cheer. He is the Captain of our salvation, and has already won the battle. We therefore should not allow the enemy to induce fear in us. The enemy uses fear to weaken our faith in the power we have in the Lord.
In Luke 10:19 – Jesus has given us Authority to trample on the snakes and scorpions (the devil and agents) and to overcome all the powers of the enemy; and nothing will harm you and me.
Jesus Christ also proclaimed our victory when He gave His last breath on the cross and cried that “it is finished” (John 19:30)
What is your challenge of life today, or what area of life is the enemy attacking or what is your fear today?
 Is it sickness, diseases, marriage failure, abuse in marriage; rejection; singleness, child abuse; addiction to evil traps; loneliness; business failure, bankruptcy,  business failure;  unemployment.
How do you overcome your Tribulation Persecution?
1. If you are not saved, be born-again; believe in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour, He will  set you free!
2. If you are a believer, you are still not immune to attacks by the enemy. Please continue believing in Jesus Christ for His intervention / deliverance. In John 14:1 “Do let your heart be troubled, Trust in God and also Trust in me”.
3. Forgive yourself and forgive others; don’t allow offence, hatred, bitterness, unforgiveness in your heart. Believe in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour, He will set you free!
4. Don’t complain – Israelites  were punished by God in the wilderness because of complaining and lack of faith in God
5. Praise the Lord Almighty God  even in times of your troubles / dark hour (Job1:21 -22)
In Romans 12:9 – 21, we are reminded on how we have to behave as Christians in times of persecutions or in overcoming tribulations and this is what Jesus did as an example to us:
Vs 9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 
10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honour one another above yourselves. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. 
12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 
13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 
16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.c Do not be conceited. 
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 
18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 
19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,”d says the Lord. 
20  “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”e  21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
END
